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hundred militia with no responsible officer in com-
mand, who were making a pretense of patrolling
thirty-six miles of frontier. They were undisci-
plined, ragged, without tents, shoes, money, or
munitions, and ready to fall back if attacked or
to go home unless soon relieved. Having nothing
to fear in that quarter, Brock gathered up a small
body of regulars as he marched and proceeded to
Amherstburg to finish the business of the unfor-
tunate Hull.

That Hull deserves some pity as well as the dis-
grace which overwhelmed him is quite apparent.
Most of his troops were ill-equipped, unreliable, and
insubordinate. Even during the march to Detroit
he had to use a regular regiment to compel the obedi-
ence of twelve hundred mutinous militiamen who
refused to advance. Their own officer could do
nothing with them. At Detroit two hundred of
them refused to cross the river, on the ground that
they were not obliged to serve outside the United
States. Granted such extenuation as this, how-
ever, Hull showed himself so weak and contempti-
ble in the face of danger that he could not expect
his fighting men to maintain any respect for him.

His fatal flaw was lack of courage and prompti-
tude. He did not know how to play a poor hand